
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
TILE MOTIVE POWER OF THE CIRCULATION OF

THE BLOOD.

In the Intelligencer of November 12 I see an article on

the above subject by Dr. Eet, purporting to be a criti.
cism of Mrs. Willard's theory, defended by Dr. Cart-
wkight. Now, since the combatants have apparently
shivered their lances, I have concluded, with your per¬
mission, to prove by well-authenticated facts that neither
of the theories advocated by the doctors can possibly be
true; and that, therefore, we must look for the primary
motive potcer of the circulation to the only primary
motive potcers oj nature, namely, attraction and repulsion,
which are the essential characteristics only of electricity arid
cf that modification of electrical action termed magnetism.
As, however, a complete investigation and defence of this
theory probably will, ere long, appear in book form of
come tive or six hundred octavo pages, (more than a third
of which remains to be written this winter or must lie
over to another,) I must decline replying to any superfi¬
cial criticism for want of time. Besides, in the volume
referred to, an effort will be made to prove, from a vast
cumber of universally admitted facts and observations,
experimentally determined by the most eminent votaries
of science of the present age, that all natural motion and
all changes, physical, chemical, crystalline, organic, and
vital, are primarily effects of electrical action. Hence, a

little reflection will convince the reader that a single link
of the chain of universal causation disconnected from all
the rest must much weaken the conclusion arrived at in
this.

In vegetables, and particularly in the gigantic forest
trees of some countries, there is a much more magniti-
cent circulation of liquids going on than in the body of
any person or animal, and yet there is neither heart nor

any mechanical engine in them to propel the sap to the
height of from one to three hundred feet. But, as there
can be no effect without a cause, so there must also be a

cause (the same as in animals and man) of the circula¬
tion in vegetables; for

"The universal cause
Acts not by partial but by general laws;"

Jts tffects being modified and diversified by the circurn.
stances under which-it operates.

i

Popular Theories of the Cause of the Circulation.
Dr. Hahvey, the discoverer of the circulation, attribut¬

ed the motion of the blood exclusively to the force exert¬

ed by the muscular contraction of the heart; and Borelli
one of the great defenders of the Harvian theory, taking
into account the friction and retardation consequent on

the tortuosity, 6ic. of the blood vessels, calculated the
force necessary to circulate the blood in man to be ninety
tons. Hales and I'oiseuille resorted to direct experiments
on living animals, and agree as to the force propelling
the blood within two or three ounces; there beinsr ob¬
viously a small difference between different persons or

animals and in the same person or animal at different
times. The latter makes the pressure with which the
blood is driven into tie aorta, at the moment of the heart's
contraction, equivalent to the pressure of five and one-

fourth pounds troy weight, and in the radial artery 137
grains. This is the theory advocated by Dr. Ely.

Dr. Cabpester,(Human l'hysiology^after showing most
conclusively that the blood circulates in human beings
after the muscular tissue of the heart has been almost
entirely destroyed by disease without any such disturb¬
ance of the circulation as would be expected, and in the
ftttus entirely destitute of a heart, &c., invokes the aid
of the contraction of the voluntary muscles, the contrac¬
tility of the blood-vessels, the pressure of the atmosphere,
and, above all, the chemical action which takes place in
the capillaries preparatory to the process of nutrition
to eke out the chain of causation and repair the links he
hlld just destroyed. It should here be remembered that
the heart of the mother cannot produce the least direct
muscular or mechanical effect upon the circulation of the
ftt-tus; for the blood of the former does not enter the
blood-vessels of the latter, each having its own appro¬
priate circulation. The blood of the fuvtus is carried by
its vessels to the foetal portion of the placenta and returns
to it through the umbilical veins; while the blood of the
mother only enters the maternal portion of the placenta
and then returns; and these two portions of the placenta
are separated by a double layer of cells (vesicles) through
which the vivifying agent is transferred from the mother
to her offspring. Moreover, in the embryo there is a cir.
culation before the heart is developed, nnd the blood is
formed in and passes from the vascular area to every
part of the embryo, instead of from the region of the
heart.

L:ebio's theory is expressed so concisely (in bis Ani¬
mal Chemistry) tkat it can best be stated in his own words.
page 67:

..By expansion of the heart, an organ in which two
systems of tubes meet, which are ramified in a most mi¬
nute network of vessels through all parts of the body,
there is produced a vacuum, the immediate effect of which
is, that all fluids which can penetrate into these vessels
are urged with great force towards one side of the heart
by the external pressure of the atmosphere. This motion
is powerfully assisted by the contraction of the heart, al-
terntting with its expansion, and caused by a force inde¬
pendent of the atmospheric pressure. In fact the heart
is a forcing pump, which sends arterial blood into all
parts of the body; and also a suction pump, by means of
which all fluids of whatever kind, as soon as they enter
t$ie absorbent vessels which communicate with the veins,
are drawn towards the heart."

This theory ia effectually refuted by a single physicaj
fact, ascertained by direct experiments made by Dr. An
koit. But there is no such thing as a suction pump
either in nature or art, as any person may convince him-
seif by sealing the pipe of a syringe airtight into the
mouth of a bottle perfectly full of water and then trying
to pump the water perpendicularly upwards and failing
to do so. The effect attributed to suction is produced
thus: When the air is exhausted from any vessel, one end
of ^hich is immersed in a liquid, the atmospheric pres¬
sure is removed from that part of the surface of the liquid
which is within the walls of the vessel, and if no air cun
enter into the vessel above the liquid the pressure of the
atmosphere upon the surface of the liquii outside of it
drives this liquid into the vessel to the height ef from
thirty-two to thirty-f&ur feet, according to the intensity
of the atmospheric pressure indicated by the barometer.
Now, Dr. Arnott has proved experimentally that when a

perfectly flexible tube, such as a piece of a blood-vessel
is fastened with one end to a pump, the other end dipping
into any liquid, no liquid will rise into the flexible lube
when the piston of the pump is drawn up; for the atrao-
fphere presses the sides of the tube together, as any well-
informed physicist might have foretold without an expe-
riment, and thus prevents the liquid entering.

Prof. Draper, vt New l ork, published a new theory
of the circulation of blood and eap in a work on the Or-
ganiiation of Plants a few years since. The Professor
locates the motive power, which he tLinks i3 produced
by chemical action there, in the capillaries, and says
this chemical power "drives the Mood with an inexpres-
i:b.e force to the heart.-' Now, there is in every depart¬
ment of nature, when rightly understood, so exact an

adaptation of means to ends that human wisdom has
never been able to detect the least defect or incongruity
in any of the Creator's works. Let us see how this ob¬
servation tallies with the structure of the circulatory
systems of man and animals cn the Professor's hypothe¬
sis. It is a lundamental law of hydrodynamics that
liquids, when confined by 8clid3, press with the *amc
force in »u direction-, an 1 this pre-sure is proportional
to the perpendicular height at which the column of the
liquid stands. Hence, if the liquid is in motion, and
there is any resistance to its passage from friction or
other causes, (and when the tortuosity of the blood-ves¬
sels, &c. is considered, it is manifest that the resistance
to the passage of the Hood must be very great as the
Professor's words imply,) v^ich must be overcome by a
force applied to the liquid, the vessels containing it sus
tain the greatest bursting force at the point where the
propelling force is applied. Consequently, if the Pro-
lessor's theory be true, the capillaries must sustain a

pressure equivalent to the whole force that circulates the
blcod and over:csca the resistance to its passage; at J,

us this force is exerted alike in all directions, the capil¬
laries must resist a greater force tending to burst them
than any of "the arteries or Teins, and the coats of the
former should therefore, agreeably with the law pf adap¬
tation, be stronger than those of either 01 the latter,
otherwise we might look for the most dangerous hemor¬

rhages from wounds in which capillaries only are divid¬
ed. Again, if the Professor's theory were true, the ve¬

locity of the blood would be greatest in the capillaries,
and diminish io proportion to the iDcrease of the diame¬
ter of the blood-vessels, because the resistance would ob¬
viously diminish the velocity of the current in propor¬
tion to the distance from the point where the propelling
force is applied ; but this is the reverse cf the fact taught
by observation. *But where, admitting the Professor's
theory, is the beauty of the law of adaptationThe
fact is the arteries and veins have each three coats, and
when they terminate in capillaries the two exterior (the
two strongest) coats are laid aside, and the walls of the
capillaries consist only of an extension of the interior
(the weakest) coat of the arteries. On the Professor's
theory this is the reverse of adaptation. When the fact
that the capillaries perform the function termed nutri¬
tion, depositing materials to renovate the constant waste

consequent on the disintegration of the 6olids to supply
materials for the production of muscular, organic, and
mental furce, (which must be deposited through their
coats, far they are continuous, having no open mouths,)
is considered, the reason why their coats are so thin is
at once apparent; but all these considerations protest
emphatically against the Professor's theory. The fact is j
it is perfectly demonstrable that the propelling force of
the blood is not localized ; anl it will appear in the
sequel that it is coextensive with the circulation itself,
acting throughout the circulatory system, sanguineous,
lymphatic, cliylopoietic, 6eminal, &c.

Dr. Mackall, of Georgetown, D. C., has recently pub¬
lished critical notes on Carpenter's Human Physiology,
which contain a theory of the circulation based upon the
supposition that the heart and arteries enlarge their
diameters by "the active elongation" of the muscular
fibres of these organs every time a renewed flood of blood
enters them ; and that the blood enters them (is driven
into them by atmospheric pressure, I suppose, for nothing
else could do it) to prevent a vacuum, and then propelled
forward by "the passive contraction" of the muscular
fibres of those organs. The fact determined by Dr. Ab-
sott, already adduced to invalidate Baron Liebiq's theo¬
ry, militates with equal force against this. The Doctor's
theory regarding muscular contraction in general, cn

which his theory of the circulation is based, is, that the
arm, for instance, is bent by "the active elongation" of
those muscles, termed txlensors by anatomists, which lie
on the outside of the arm, while those muscles on the
inside of the arm, termed jiexors, relax passively, and have
no active agency in bending the arm, but only in straight¬
ening it, and vice versa. According to this theory the
effect produced by muscular action is a consequence of
their elongation, not of their contraction, as stated by
all other physiologists. Now, every person can easily
convince himself of the fallacy of this theory by taking
hold of a fixed object, and with his arm semi-flexed draw
himself actively towards the object, while he braces his
foot against it. On then examining the state of the
muscles above the elbow with the other hand, while his
muscles are in this active state, he will find the flexors
rigid and tense, and their thickness increased, while the
extensors are, at the same time, relaxed and soft, show¬
ing that these are in a state of inactivity while those are ac.
ti t. . Now, this single fact positively nullifies the Doc¬
tor's theory, unless he can prove that relaxation pro¬
duces action, and that action consists in the abseuce of
tension; in other words, that effects are produced by
passivity, and the absence of effects by activity, which
is absurd. When a muscle is irritated by passing a cur¬
rent of electricity through it or otherwise it contracts,
but never elongates, which proves conclusively that its
active state consists in contraction, not in elongation;
that is, the Doctor's theory contravenes facts witnessed
daily by almost every observing person. Again, the
muscles are much mere flexible when relaxed than any
rope; and yet, if a rope be stretched horizontally between
two heavy bodies and then wetted, (moistened,) it will
shrink and draw those bodies fixed to its ends towards
each other, but can never push them apart again when it
dries and elongates. The Doctor's evidence derived from
the tongue of the chamelion is entirely fallacious. The
longitudinal muscles in the tongue serve no other pur-
pose than that of directing and retracting it; while the
circular fibres (though indistinct and delicate) by con¬

tracting diminish its diameter, and consequently elon¬
gate it proportionally. The same phenomena may be
more leisurely observed in the bodies of the common
earth-worm and of the leecb. It appears strange that
iu his zeal to promulgate a favorite theory a man of the
Doctor's great knowledge should lose sight of the physi-
cal inability of a body so flexible as the muscles are, and
confined too only by an evelope extensible as the skin,
and contend that a muscle actually pushes asunder two
bodies attached to its opposite extremities, and that
with a force, in some cases, equivalent to the pressure of
five or six hundred pounds. But such is often the case
with men of the greatest scientific attainments when
they get on a hobby.
The only additional theory that claims attention is that

first promulgated by Mrs. Willard, and since defended
by Dr. Caetwhigiit, namely: " That respiration, operat-
ing by animal heat, produces an expansive power at the
lungs, anl thus becomes the principal efficient cause of
the blood's circulation;" "that atmospheric &ir admit¬
ted into the lungs is the blood-movingpower."

This theory, though plausible because a direct infer¬
ence from observed facts, is disproved by many other
facts. Air alone possesses no motive power whatever;
cannot move itself, much less can it communicate motion
to other bodies, unless first put in motion by extrinsic {
agency. Physiologists have lost Eight entirely of the
fact that the atmosphere contains at all times a consi¬
derable quantity of free electricity, to which alone the
only primary motive powers of nature.attraction and
repulsion.belong; and that more is set free when the
oxygen and nitrogen come to be separated in the lungs,
the former gas entering the blood, while the latter i9 ex¬

pired with the carbonic acid formed in the arteries by the
combination of the oxygen with the carbon and hydro¬
gen of the food. The air, therefore, is not the motor
agent of the blood, but only the vehicle of that agent.
But this is anticipating what will hereafter be elucidated
in several articles.<
The fact mentioned by Dr. Ely that by the f^tus in

utero " there neither is nor can be any respiration" is
alone sufficient to ignore Mrs. Willabu's theory; but
there are others. There are cases on record cf human
monstrofcities in which the pulmonary artirieo were per¬
fectly impervious, the blood having passed through the
ductus venosus arteriosus finto the aorta, and by it con-

vejed tu every part of the body except the lungs, which
did not receivc a drop of blood during the whole period
of uterine gestation; and yet the foetal circulation must
have been \ .gorous and complete, for after birth, which
took place at the regular time,, the children were found
perfectly formed and developed in every respect except
tue pulmonary arteries. Fishes have no lungs, and a
number of the inferior species of animated beings have
neither gilis nor lungs; and yet all these have a circula¬
tion no less perfect in their sphere than that of man.
The sponge, fer instance, which stands lowest in the scale
of animal creation, absorbs water by numerous (.mall
pores, and, alter extracting its nutriment from it, ejects
the water ;n comparatively powerful streams from larger
openings.

I have thus passed in review all the theories of the
circulation that have come under my notice, and offered
a few objections, wh..e a score fatal to it might be urged
against each. As the heart is still considered the sole or
at least the principal agent in propelling the blood, the
objections against this theory have been reserved for a
second communication, after which my own theory will
receive attention in several numbers.

U. R. SCHETTERLY.
Grast) Teavebse Bat, Michiqax.
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DEBATE IN THE SENATE.
THE NEBRASKA QUESTION.

In the Sssatk, Mat 25, 1854.
The Senate hating under consideration the House bill

to organize tl^e Territories of Nebraska and Kansas, an-1
t^c pending question being on the amendment of Mr.
Pearce to the fifth section, to strike out the words.

.

*' those who shall hare declared on oath their inten¬
tion to become such, and shall have taken an oath to support
the Constitution of the United Stales and the provisions of
this aM,"

r

.so that tfie proviso shall read:
" Proiid d. Ihit the right of suffrage and of holding office

stall be exercised only by citizens of the United States."
Mr. BROW N, of Mississippi, said: I hare no intention,

01 course, to reply to the Senator from Ohio. His speech
was one of that kind to which I should notcare to reply
under any circumstances, and especially under the cir¬
cumstances which present themselves to us now. Ilut,
intending to vote for the amendment of the Senator from
Maryland, I wish to assign very briefly the reasons why
1 shall do so, advertising the Senate, however, that 1 have
no speech to make on this bill.
The tilth section of the bill provides:
That every free white male inhabitant above the ngc of

twenty-one years, who shall be an actual rasidmt of sa'd Terri-
tory, aud shall possess the qualifications hereinafter prescribed,
shall be entitled to vote at the first election, and shall be
eligible to any office within the said Territory, but tbo ..uali-
ccations of voters and of holding office at all subsequent
t lections shall be such as shall be preserved by the Legisla¬
tive Assembly : Prodded, That the right of suffrage und of
holding office shall U exercised only by citizens of the Uni¬
ted States."
Now comes the part proposed to be strieken out:
" And those who shall have declared on oath their intention

to become such, and shall have taken an oatl to-support the
Constitution of the United States and the provisions of this
act: And prodded further, That no officer, soldier, seaman, or
marine, or other person in the army or navy of the United
State*, or attached to troops in the servie* of the United
states, shall be allowed to vote or hold office i| said Territory
t>y reason ot being on servioe therein."

,

^ t^e section passes as it stands, it is, beyond all ques¬
tion, that foreigners in the Territory, and not being in
the service of the United States, may vote, no difference
what may have been their character abroad, or what their
inducement to come here. However discreditable to the
country from which they came, they haTe nothing to do
but to make a bare declaration of their intention to be¬
come jji citizen and take an oath to support the Constitu¬
tion to entitle them to vote; while American citizens,
who ha\e been so from their birth, and whose characters
are above reproach, if they are in the military service of
their country in these Territories, will, by the same act,
be denied the right to vote. I ask Senators to pause be-
lore they legislate to give foreigters rights which are de¬
nied to our own citizens upon American soil. How will
:his act operate practically, if you pass it in the words
in which it now stands ? The officers commanding your
army, the soldiers who are serving under your banner,
and who are placed upon your frontiers to defend your
women and children from the tomahawk of the savage,
wi.l be denied the elective franchise, Vliile the thousands
and tens of thousands who are pouring zipon our shores
truiu every part ot God s habitable globe will be entitled
to that sacred privilege. Why, sir, if Saata Anna should
be expelled from Mexico to-morrow, as he may be, and
should take up his residence in one of tlese Territories
he may voto the day after he gets there ifthis bill passes;
and Winfield Scott, whose name is emblizoned on every
page of his country's history, and whost impress is on
every battle-field from the St. Lawrenci to the city of
.Mexico, if he was there stationed at the )rder of the Pre-
sident, would not be allowed the same jriyilege. I ask
honorable Senators if it is not fo, that by the proposed
legislation we are about to say to the Gmeral-in-chief of
the American army, you shall not voe in a Territory
conquered by your arms; and to the deserter from the
enemy's camp, you may vote ! Shall wj do this ? Shall
we say to the venerable soldier who ha« served his coun¬
try tor forty years, who has fought nore battles, and
fought them better, than any living man, shall wo say to

;V l.n?el«l Scott, who, whatever may be lis faults as a po¬
litician, deserves his country's gratitude, you shall not
vote in Kansas or Nebraska; and then shall we say to
the outcasts of the Old World, to the wanderers and va¬
gabonds, to the prison-birds and spaarn of infamy, you
may vote ! I hope not. Let no mar charge that I am
hostile to foreigners. We invite them to our shores, and
1 wouid receive them kindly and treat them generouslj';
but when I am asked to stand up in tte American Senate 1
and give to foreigners the right of suffrage, and in the <
same breath deny it to American citisens, I say plainly 1

I cannot do it. 1 J

. I have heard before of putting fortigner3 on an equal
footing with Americans, but this is tue first time when I
have been called upon to give them an advantage. And
what is the reason assigned ? Look at the bill. No offi-
cer or soldier of the army shall be allowed to vote in the
Territory by reason of hia being on service there. It is
sufficient for his exclusion from the polls that lie bears
his country's arms, that he encounters the dangers of the
camp and the perils of the battle-field ; but a foreigner.
what of him ? He may spurn your arms, insult your
nag, spit upon your laws, and then say he means to be:
come a citizeu and swear to support your Constitution
and you let him vote. A thousand soldiers, with Scott or
Wool at their head, may be ordered to Nebraska the day
after this bill passes, and not one of them can vote. By
reason of being on service in the Territory they are ex¬
cluded ; while a thousand foreigners, just lanUed, mnv
vote, and the next day abandon the Territory forever .

for, mark you, they are to declare their intention to be¬
come citizens of the United States, not of Nebraska
Just think cf Scott or Wool, at the head of a thousand
Americans, guarding a thousand Irish or Dutch against
Indian assaults while they vote, and then guarding" them
on their march out of the country, and hear Pat or Hans
blessing this land of liberty where foreigners vote and
Americans look on in silence 1 j

I am told, sir, by way of alarm on this subject, that if
the bill is sent*back to the House it will be lost. I have
had no evidence of that; and, if I had, I would not be so
alarmed as to do that which my judgment does not sane-
tton. 1 am here as an American Senator, to vote upon
my responsibility; and I must do it with the aid of such
lights as are before me. Mr. President, wo are to-day
making up a record which will be looked to by cotninc I
generations. What do we every day ? Why, sir, we co
back to the records of the past and inquire what those '
have done who went before us? Do we always examine 1
into the reasons which influenced the votes 1 No, sir. '

Senators get up and say on a question which they claim i
as a precedent so many voted in the affirmative and so I
many in the negative. When the present passes away this i
vote will be recorded against you; and you will be told <
that here, on the i25th day of May, in the year of our Lord 1
one thousand eight hundrek aud fifty-four, the American 1

benate, deliberately, upon a motion to strike out this pro¬
ton. refused to do it by so many yeas to so many nays, «

thereby declaring to all the world that foreigners may <

t. declaration of intention to become oitizens '
of the United States and an oath to support the Constitu- <

tion, while a citizen soldier may not, by reafou of his 1

b?ing in his country's service, do the same thing. This <
is the precedent you are making to-day. The Chinese have '
a proverb that curses, like chickens, come home to roost, j
I pray that this precedent may not come home to us in '
after time with the double power of a political curse. *

Sir, the interests, the rights, the honor of my con'-ti- '

tuents are to be put nt hazard on this vote. I have al- J
ready sa:d our own citizens, if they are soldiers, will be
<euied the right to participate in the proceedings in the.se *
Territories :n any manner, ehape, or form. If we have a 1

thousand American citizens there, aud they happen to be *
foidier", they are to stand off and see their rights and 1
interests committed to foreigners. These foreigners may
have no interest in your country, may not have read its «

Constitution, and may be wholly incapable of feeling any '

attachment for our institutions. I call upon Senators to i
reflect before they procced further in this business I 1
ted you this record will be brought up in future time, 1
just as the records of our ancestors are brought up now . '
aud our descendants will be told that because we did this '

to-day they may do it iu ail time to come, i am not un-
balanced by t/us appeal to our fears. The House of Ken- (
resentatives may net do its duty, but that does not prove '
that we must fail to do ours. I intend to do my duty, >
nnd if others fail to do theirs, let each member be re- 1
sponsible to Lis conscience, to his constituents, and to 1
his God.

'
,

Again, I have been toll that a certain class of Senators ¦

Will now vote to stnk« out this proven, though they <
.ustained it before, with the view of embarrassing the <
bill, i do not know what these gentlemen moan to <j« . 1 1
am not iu their company or confidence; I kav? had no
consultation with them; but they will show that on this 1
or on a former occasion they failed of acting from con- '
scientious convictions if they give the vote Bugeested ¦
W nen the motion was formerly made by the Senator from 1

Delaware (Mr. Clattox) they all voted against it and !
if they go for it now merely that they may embarrais the 1
bid, their motives will be subjected to severe criticism.
I do not believe they will; I know nothing about it . but

'

whatever they may do, I mean, as I said before to dis-
charge my duty as an American Senator. I want these
abolition gentlemen to understand distinctly that I am
not to be chased about from one side of the bill to the I
other just as they think proper to shape their course If "

I vote for a proposition and they against it, when they
ccme in favor of it I am not bound to be against it . there
is no consistency in that. While I arraign the motives
of no man, call no man s motives in question I think
there is precious little judgment in acting on a policy of

that kind. Let as all act upon oar honest, oonscientious
convictions of what is right.

I said in the beginning that I had no speech to make
on this snbjeot, and I Lave none; bat I cannot reconcile
it to my sense of right to vote for a proposition which
gives to a foreigner, I care not who he maj be or under
what circumstances he may come to oar shores, the right
to vote in these Territories, and then deny the same right
to any American citizen who may happen to be in tbe
Territory in tho serviae of the country &9 a soldier or offi¬
cer in ttoe army. 1 will not, I cannot do that. I do not
say that if the amendment fails I shall vote against the
bill. Ever since I came into Congress I have been the
firm and steadfast opponent of this Missouri restriction.
Nay, sir, ever since 1 raised my voice as a politician, from
my eurliest service as a public man, I have warred against
the measure as a great and monstrous outrage upou the
Constitution of the United States and upon the rights
and honor of the Southern people. 1 am propared to
make many and very great sacrifices to get clear of this
odious restriction, to vote for many things of which I
cannot approve by way of getting clear of it; but I
iidi here asked to retain this alien provision ; and the vote
is to be taken on this proposition separately and dis¬
tinctly. It stands by itself, and is to be valid to the
exclusion of every thing else. Now, our votes are to
stand in all after time as an indication of our sentiments
ob this particular section of the bill, separately and dis¬
tinctly. Is it right in itself and by itself? That is the
question; and honorable Senators will see at once that it
is a very important question.

I know very well that frequently a bill like this, cover¬
ing, as this does, thirty-seven pages of printed matter,
and making in one of our daily newspapers some seven
or eight columns, may pass without every member being
able to scrutinize and examine every provision in it; but
when a matter of this sort is brought up in bold relief
before you, with a clear and distinct proposition to strike
out a particular section, and the mind of every Senator is
drawn distinctly to the language of it, it must be some
great, powerful, overruling influence which would justify
any Senator in refusing to give his vote to strike it out,
if, in his heart, he thinks it wrong. I have seen no such
influence. I apprehend that, if the bill goes back to the
House of Representatives, they will either agree or dis¬
agree to our amendment. If they disagree to it, a com¬
mittee of conference is the necessary consequence; and
if, in the end, we must yield sooner thau lose the bill,
that will be another proposition. Without a single mem¬
ber of the House being committed on this question in any
shape or form, so far as the voting shows, am I to be told
that 1 must swallow this bitter pill, gulp it down and not
say a word against it, for fear of endangering the success
of the bill? 1 feel none of that sort of apprehension; for
you have the balance of this year before you in the Senate.
There is no press of time. The session is not going to
close in two or three days, and thus cut us off in the mids£"
of our deliberations on this or other questions. I have
heard no reason assigned yet why this bill moy not as
well pass with this provision stricken out as with it in.
All thoe things whispered around the chamber, which we
hear outside of the debate, will be lost to posterity, and
nothing will remain of this transaction but the votes which
we put upon the record. I put my vote there. I want it
to be a vote I can stand by to-morrow, next year and the
year after, and which my children can stand by when I
shall be in my grave.

It i3 said the bill will certainly be lost if it goes back
to the House. I do not believe it. There is not one par¬ticle of evidence to sustain it. Its friends are in a ma¬
jority there; and if they are not the bill ought not to
pass. If the bill were ten thousand times better than it
is I would not have it become a law against the will of a
mojority.

I shall, for the reasons stated, and without detainingthe Senate longer, vote for the amendment, but with no
purpose to destroy the bill. I h^ve given as much evi¬
dence as most Senators that I am its friend. Thingshave been put into it which are objectionable to me. I
have never denied, every one knows, that the provisomoved by the Senator from North Carolina (Mr. Badger)
was distasteful to me. The amendment proposed by the
author of the bill was not exactly to my notion. I took
it all, however, and went for the bill. But when I am
asked, by a separate and distinct vote, to sanction tho
kind of legislation embodied in this particular section
uow proposed to be stricken out, I must have stronger
reasons than any I have yet heard, or 1 will refuse to do
it. To vote for this sestion by itself is one thing ; to vote
for it along with the repeal of the Missouri restriction is
another and very different thing.

Mr. BENJAMIN. The amendment now before the Se¬
nate,"'offered by the Senator from Maryland, commends
itself to my deliberate judgment. I voted for it before;I shall vote against it now. Having this intention, and
feeling the necessity of making some explanation of the
ippareut inconsistency of my votes, I desire to say but a
yrery few words to the Senate.
Senators will bear me witness that when this bill was

5rst brought before the Senate I remained a very atten¬
tive listener to the debates. I took no part in the discus¬
sion myself. If I had ever entertained a desire to do so the
signal ability with which the bill was discussed, the deephistorical research evinced by those who spoke both for
and against it, and the missive force of argument bywhich sound constitutional principles were vindicated bythe advocates of the bill on this floor, were such as would
have made me shrink from entering into such an arena
with my feeble lance. But, sir, my silence has been mis¬
construed in certain quarters ; and although I have not
even the poor excuse of necessity for defining my position
to induce me to speak at this moment, inasmuch as uponthe measure which is Involved in the bill I feel certain
that my vote will be the true exponent of the sentiments
of my constituency almost to a man, yet, as I have the
misfortune to differ in that vote from the only delegatefrom my State in the other branch of Congress who be¬
longs to the political party to which I have always ad¬
hered with unfaltering constancy, I feel it due to myselfand the people of my State to declare here the grounds,
very briefly, upon which my vote will be given, both uponthe bill and upon the amendment.

Mr. President, what is the present position of the ques¬tion before the Senate ? We are all wandering from it,it seems to me, except the Senator who has just address¬
ed the Senate, (Mr. Brown.) A bill for the organizationof these Territories passed the Senate and went to the
House. It went there with an amendment, which has
been called the Clayton amendment, and which restricted
the right of suffrage to persons who were citizens of the
United States, as well as residents of the Territories.
That bill, sir, has not been acted upon by the House. The
bill now before us comes here as an original bill from the
House ; and as such, if amended by us, goes-back to that
body, and is subject to its entire control. The proposi¬tion now pending is to engraft upon that bill the same
imendmcnt which was before placed upon it by the Se¬
nate after full discussion. The objection made to that is
that the friends of the bill in the other branch of Congressnform us, and I believe truly, that if it goes back to the
)ther branch with an amendment it will never pass,leither with this amendment nor with any other. And
ffhy will it not pass?

It will not pass because members of the other branch
ire fatigued with the discussion which the bill has ex¬
ited. It will not pass because already a very large por-:ion of the session, which ought to have been devoted to
)ther legislative measures, has been consumed with it. It
sill not pass because fresh discussions will arise, fresh
?xciting scenes' will be provoked, and in order to avoid
:hem some gentlemen who have voted for the bill will
oin with its opponents in laying it on the table. Such,[ understand from quarters which I believe to be well in¬
formed upon the subject, and to whose representations I
ittacli implicit belief, is the 6tate of feeling in the other
House.

I state these facts because the Senator from North
Carolina yesterday, and the Senator from Mississippi a
noment ago, declared that there is no evidence before the
Senate to show that the bill cannot be passed in the other
[louse with the amendment attached to it.

I never felt any inclination to enter into a statement or
Hscussion of the reasons on which my vote whs based
tntil yesterday morning. I listened to the honorable
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. Bell) with deep grief and
pain. You have heard the discussion which has taken
place to day, and which cannot have failed to excite the
nost unpleasant sensations in your mind, sir, as well as
n that of every Senator on this floor. The Senator from
Tennessee told us, according to his own statement of the
"act, that almost up to the moment at which he delivered
lis speech against the bill his mind was in doubt; that
le had not determined whether he would support or op¬
pose it; that it was with the greatest possible reluctance
le withdrew himself from that band of Southern brethren
with whom he had fought so long and so nobly. Now,
Mr. 1'resident, after the utterance of sentiments like
those, and after having accomplished a duty which, ac-
jording to his representation, was so paiuful to him, I
thoueht, for ene, that that 8onator would have been sa¬
tisfied with the opposition he had already made to the
bill; but when yesterday morning he arose in his place*nd taunted the advocates of the bill, and with an air of
meeting and triumph called upon us to declare uponwhat ground wo wer& supporting the bill, and what greatprinciple we saw in it upon which we could base our votesin opposition to an amendment which we had before sus¬
tained, I must confess I listened to him with deep pain.The Senator seemed to subject every advocate of the bill
to a separate special interrogatory. He called first upon
one Senator, then upon another, and then upon a third,
to disclose to the Senate the grounds upon which he was
going to vote against this amendment, and the great con¬
stitutional principle which he found in the bill, which was
to be carried forward and carried through to the sacrifice
of every other principle. It is not at all to be wondered
at, sir, that in the hurry of the moment, and the excite¬
ment caused by interrogatories of that kind, the response
to the Senator from Tennessee may not have been as full

or m satisfactory as iht ftlends of the bill would deeire;and it is because the response was not quite ao full as tosatisfy my mind that I desire to say what are the prin¬ciples which I, with my feeble intellect, and as a juniormember of this Senate, have been able to eviscerate from
the bill, and which seemed to have escaped the morepractised acuteness and superior ability of the Senator
from Tennessee.
Now, Mr. President, when I look at this bill for the pur¬

pose of eviscerating its principles, I find them standing
out in such bold relief that he who desires to see cannot
avoid perceiving them. I find, first, the obliteration of a
geographical line by which the two sections of the Confed¬
eracy have for upwards of thirty years been separated
from each other. That line was one purely arbitrary.
No deserts intervene, no mountains rear their rocky crests,
no deep aud broad streams separate us, but an arbitrator,ideal line has been drawn, and the South has been told
by the North, " thus far shalt thou go and no further
thus far will the different sections of this Confederacy
blend together, and no further can they blend. It is an
ideal line, sir. It is one, 1 was going to sAy, of principle ;
but there is no principle in it. It is such a line as was
eloquently alluded to by the Senator from Virginia the
other day.aline which, though ideal, a* effectually sepa¬
rates the sections of the Confederacy as if it were a wall
of adamant. When gentlemen from the South approach
their friends from the North, on reaching this line they
are repulsed. Whpn they endeavor to unite with their
Northern brethren in those bonds of fraternal affection
and cordial sentiment which ought to actuate every mem¬
ber of the Confederacy, it is as though a wall of ice was
intervened between them to chill their warmest laid most
brotherly emotions. 8ir, this geographical line is one of
the very points against which we are warned by the fa
tber of our country when he made his farewell address to
the people of the United States and retireiLto those shade?
from which henever again emerged into public life. His
warning voice to his countrymen was against all who, bv
word or deed, should advocate, establish, or maintain any
thing like geographical divisions of the sections of the
Confederacy. Divide upon any thing else ; take any prin¬
ciple you please ; take a lax or strict constructi6n of the
Constitution ; take internal improvements, be for them or
against them ; taks protective tariffs, advocate or opposethem ; but geographical lines.eschew the man that sup¬
ports them as a traitor to the best interests of his country.
That, as I understand it, was the warning voice of the
Father of his Country in his Farewell Address. Here, then,
I find one great principle which of itself would recommend
this bill to my warmest support at all times and upon all
occasions.

Again, sir: When we look back to the compromises
upon which the Constitution of this country was formed,
what do we find there We find but two points uponwhich the domestic institutions of the South were ever
confided to the care of the General Government. One
was the delegation of authority to interrupt the slave
trade with this country after a certain period.and history
bears witness to the fidelity with which the Congress of
the United States took advantage of the first instant
constitutionally to exercise that power for the purpose of
prohibiting that trade.the other is that clause of the
Constitution which protects the peculiar property of the
South, and deprives the North of the power to confiscate
it when it escapes from the owner's custody into a North¬
ern State. There, again, is a clear, precise, and definite
grant of constitutional power over the subject; and a
power which it is the duty of this Government to exercise,
and which it has exercised in good faith. When you
have gone through these two enumerated grants of power,
you have gone through all that the Constitution will give
you a warrant for; and accordingly what do we find ?
We find thut, from the very foundation of tho Govern¬
ment, from the period at which tbe Congress of the Unit¬
ed States first began to legislate for the country up to
that unfortunate year, 182U, a cardinal principle of our
fathers was that the Congress of the United States had no
right to legislate upon the subject of slavery a-t all out-
bide of these two delegated powers. And, sir, the sec¬
tional controversy and the heated feeliDg, the excited
state of mind existing between the North Hnd the South,
never did arise, and never could arise, so long as the
Congress of the United States, looking to the Constitution
of tbe United States as its charter, confined its action to
the legitimate sphere within which the framers of the
Constitution intended it to be limited.

I find, then, that this bill, retracing the steps of Fede¬
ral legislation, so far as it interfered with this subject,
from the year 1820 to the present hour, proposes to go
back to the traditions of the fathers. It proposes to put
this Congress in the position occupied by every Congress
up to the year 1820. It proposes to announce, as a prin¬
ciple, to the people of the United States, that the General
Government is not to legislate at all upon this question
of slavery. It is not to legislate to extend it; it is not
to legislate to prohibit it; it is a forbidden subject. The
flaming sword ought to guard all access it. No impious
foot ought to endeavor to tread within its sacred precincts.
That is the principle which I find in this bill, and that
is the principle which I wish to see established in the
country; and when it shall have been established It will
be in vain for fanatics, either North or South, to endeavor
to create any permanent excitement iu the minds of the
American people. The aliment will be gone. You may
light the flame, but the fuel will be wanting. It will die
out of itself. And then, and then alone, shall we be able
to bear patiently with the taunts thrown out this day by
the Senator from Ohio; then alone shall we be able to
hear with composure his threat that his war-cry is issued
against the South from this time forward, and that all his
energies will be devoted to repealing this bill and over¬
throwing the principles upon which it is based.

Let the American people understand this subject in its
true bearing; let the North once be disabused of the false
impression that the South desires any advantage over it,
or any unequal share of the privileges of the Government;
let our friends in the Northern States once be convinced
that all we ask and desire is the simple privilege of being
let alone; and can we ask less ? Blest or cursed, as you
please, with an institution which we find established
among us when we were born, and which will probably
exist when we descend to our graves, an institution which
is so firmly knit among us that it cannot be torn out
without tearing up the very heart strings of society, is it
wonderful, is it unreasonable, is it notfmost reasonable,
that we should ask gentlemen from other sections of the
Confederacy simply to let us alone ? We ask of you the
passage of no law, we ask of you the enactment of no
statute, any further than to put us back just in that po¬
sition occupied by our fathers when they acted upon the
principle which we now invoke, of leaving each section
of the Confederacy free to establish and maintain its own
internal domestic institutions and promote its own hap¬
piness as it sees proper. Here is, then, a second great
principle which I see in this bill, and for the establish¬
ment of which I say, as other Senators have said upon
this floor, I will sacrifice this amendment, and a thousand
others like it.
But this is not all. The Senator from Georgia (Mr.

Toombs) to-day spoke of a third principle, and he antici¬
pated me in that respect. There is the great fundamen¬
tal principle of American liberty contained in the provi¬sions of the bill. It is that principle which laid the foun¬
dation of American independence. It is that principlefor the establishment of which we owe so many blessings
to the memory of our revolutionary sires; ay, sir, to our
ante-revolutionary sires. They first planted on this con¬
tinent the germ which has grown up into a lofty tree that
with its spreading branches overshadows and protectsthis nation. They first enunciated, in the face of the
civilized world, in the face of the then almost omnipotentEnglish Parliament, the principle that man had a right
to self-government. They first declared that it was againstthe inherent rights of mankind for a Government to legis¬late for the local interests of a distant dependency. Theydeclared.and it is upon that that your Revolution is
founded.that the people of the United State", althoughfolonial dependencies of Great Britain, were entitled to
representation in the British Parliament or to be exoner¬
ated from the duties of British subjects. All that is ask¬
ed now is the extension of this same principle to the Ter¬
ritories of the United States. Here, then, is another
third great principle; and, sir, it is not alone a greatprinciple, it is a great measure of conciliation between
jontlictiug opinions in different parts of tho Confederacy,:ontlicting opinions which have found their enunciation
upon this floor. The honorable Senator from Michigan,(Mr. Cass,) in a speech replete with sound argument and
rrue republican principles, the force of which it would be
liflicult to answer, has advocated in this Senate the doc¬
trine that there is an inherent right, under the Constitu¬
tion of the United States, in the people of the Territories
to govern themselves. He denies th« constitutional pow¬
er of Congress to legislate for those Territories. The Se¬
nator from Indiana (Mr. Pf.ttit) ar.d the Senator from
Sorth Carolina (Mr. Baw.kr) differ in opinion from him;
but, as the Senator from Georgia said this morning, both
jgree that it is unwise to exercise the power in contra¬
diction to the will of the people, even if we admit its ex¬
istence. We find, then, that this principle of the inde¬
pendence and self-government of the people in the dis¬
tant Territories of the Confederacy harmonizes all these
conflicting opinions, and enables us to banish from the
halls of Congress another fertile source of discouteut and
excitement. *

Wben I find all these principles embraced in this bill,
shall I jeopard them, shall I suffer them to remain at
Dne moment s risk or hazard, for the single purpose of
voting for this amendment, even though it recommends it¬
self to my judgment? I can see neither wisdom nor po¬
licy in such a course.
What is the amendment ? What is its extent or scope ?

I am astonished to hear gentlemen say that it is of such
overriding importance. I have been perfectly astonished
in listening to the arguments addressed to the Senate by
the Senator from Mississippi. He appealed to us to know
whether any member upon this floor will agree to Tote for
a provision by which the outcast from Uwfope is to be al¬
lowed the sacred right of suffrage upon Uie soil of these

Territories, at the aiM time that Gen. Winfield Scott, if
he were-there at the head of the armies of the United

would b* «*oluded from the same right ? He puts
b«f®re the American people upon a ground like

? ®enat?r did not re»J the whole of the clause
to which he referred. Where does he find in this bill any
exclusion of the right of Gen. Winfield Scott, or any othe^
American citizen, whether he belongs to the army or not,
to vote in the Territories! Is it in the concluding clause

end of jProTlso' e left out six or fleven words at the
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State. or i Am|M ID army or of tho United
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the command of the n

g 8iat'°neJ there- under
into a legal residence ^^nmeDh 8ba11. ao^ be construed
the right of suffrage
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independent of his b«in» #Ur' 8uPP08®*e be » resident,
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Senator, therefor., h..
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into a question entirely distinc? W^'to' g°D,e
ment, and that alone, that I now Jii i , ,a, amend-
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male inhabitant above the age of twentr nn.0*01"7 ? white
be an actual resident of .aid^fiE?id'Vh'ft' 7,h° ,UU
the qualification hereinafter Prercribtd .b»S k! .P,0lfe"
vote at the fir.t election, and'hall be .1SS °miUed t0

within the said Territory; but the SaJificltiS'0 £ aDy office
of holding office at all subsequent*hction^t£*t\Uxdshall be preicribed by the LeeisUtire A«Lml i. ,/UC.h, as

That the right of (suffrage and of holding office nballbT^'
uUlj ,by '''i"1" of the United State* and ihn«« if
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There is the whole scope of the provision We n.

pose to organize these Territories We n..* ! P

under the provisions of the bill, to continuo the f^rm nf

fdIntpHnt,r ,tt°h mannep as t0 them shall seem bes£adapted to their own interest. The whole scone of tK»
provision is, that as soon as the bill passes unnn ft,a

.rSt ..e,etl°g of lbe People, and before the Legislative
fnl « k a,° t. upou the subject, any man may vote
for members of that Legislative Assembly provided he

i tecomtVc°ititen .^nUea'^.t'^
.upper, the Consult 5",he" U?S fc'Ttie
provisions of this act. I am free to confcss that even in
this shape the pnnoiple of the provision does not recon

I could L^ myj^gment; and, as I before observed, if
I cou.d, as the Senator from Virginia (Mr. HuntfrI h.
said, exercise my individual judgment, and draft the
provisions of a bill to ault myself alone, and as an auto
crat, impose that bill upon the Senate, I should certain^
he UnUeVsmttBe^t 0f 8uffrnSe a11 but citizens of
the United States; but inasmuch as we are bound to
consult the opinions of all,'as something must be riven
as well as taken; as no one of us can expect the bill tn
>e perfect, according to his own judgment, iu all of its
parts, I, for one, will cheerfully make a sacrifice of this
amendment for the purpose of maintaining the three
great principles to which I have alluded.

"J1-- Pre3'dent, * baT0 8a'd more than I intended to sav
upon his subject. 1 merely desired to explain the ap^
parent inconsistency of my votes. And yet, sir, I hopeI shall not be considered as acting improperly if I Ven

52* R?pe n° UJ ^hig brethrf» the North, nolwithstanding all that has been said this day, and I would
W*nf A ^ t ,appeal tbe Senator from Ohio, (Mr
T fool

* m not now 8ee in bis 8eat. but for whom
I fee a sincere regard and respect.a regnrd and respect
which have been elicited by his bearing in this very de-
f-« l' admire tbat bearing. Hold, manly, decided, and
fearless of consequences, he has stated his sentiments
nd given utterance to them with that vigor of expres-

sion which belongs to a man actuated by perfect sinceri

Jf'thJ \t« kT !°ol.udo bi. in tbe appeal. He has spokenof the last bond being broken which united together that
Whig party to which I have been attached from my boy-hood. I have stood by it through good and through evil
report, as he has done; I have shared with him its hours .

^ ° darknes?» and distress; and I have no

e^ltan^V hftS g°De Up witb Lis in the sam©
exultant shout in the moments of victory. Why then
sir has he given utterance to such feelings upon a Mb!
ject j'ke this ? May I not say that he ha! looked itThe
provisions of the bill with a jaundiced eye? Who can

of slaverv''8 sfr t-fat>aD empire " 0pen t0 the ia^ioa
f slavery Sir, it does not provide expressly for the

admission of slavery. He cannot pretend that slaves
are to be carried there under the behests of this enact¬
ment. ' The bill merely declares that that Territory is to*
there6 and whp\ ""u7 CitizCn of tbe country may gothere, and, when he goes there, thathis voice may be heard

'"tw I8»iIngtfe1Sn8titUti0ns that are t0 govern him
That is the wholescope of the bill. It era«es this

graphical sectional line, which he says is abhorent to hTs
own feelings; for he declares that hedealesToeeo^
ph.cal parties. Why, then, upon a bill liki this
der circumstances like these, should such fears and
citcment be created? Why mav «e not 2-! -J k f. X"

upon this subject? Cannot ie S?U hold i

great Republic ? If « 7o £ "S.0'1,U>

rroTUmoi'ieeMW t"10 be°ig" siB»i8cunt'fin'ser of '

deed/.SrhT.L^reCrutro.eS'oien?^^-ments of the political regeneration of mankind Then
may we hope, by our example, to ensure the steadv Dro
gress over the earth of the principles of solf L P
«nd the blessings of free inTtS
from Ohio has said that we shall this day be'visitedTv an

eclipse of the sun, and has declared that the gloom offuch
a day is the fit season for such a work of darkness as he
deems the passage of this bill to be. It is true sir that

lJ,ue;i9 0 b? an eclipse> but tbe same science which'fore-
iuofi h i

US 11 wil1 pass away- And when itshall have done so, the glorious orb of day will aeain

epfendo? -gbt .^°.n this ear,b with the same
eplemlor, will again vivify it with the same warmth and
* / agai° fructify it with the same fertilizing influence
as it did before a transient shadow had obscured its beams.

SenLrt*Bh^LT i
I d° *n0t Wish t0 tax thc P^ience of the

senate, but I desire to say a word I hn.vo i; tnr,n,i

ment whether r
10 & Stftte ofdo»bt to the last mo-

°.e?' u !u- f ould not 9uPP<Tt the great principles
T ftre inTolTed in the bill. I only wan? to

say that honorable Senator has totally misrepresented
Tn rega J fo*2?Ml " t0^ch 1 ^
So,whin ^ Was m deference to the opinions of

the ronor fen!1#IDe°.1111 deference to what seemed to be
tfvM in r

T°1Ce ° Soutliern Senators and Kepresenta-
natoVh.?Df588 U,p0n this ^ue8tion- Tbc honorable Se-
ifv LA *ltne88ed ®nou«b to know what I mean.

fri l q !i,r0Sef "'B my repugnance to a separationfrom my Southern friends, and not from any coneidera-
'°f.?f.the principles which the honorable Senator seems
to think can be established by this bill. Sir, if I cou'd
have supposed that one-fourth p..rt of the pleasing visions
of peace, harmony, and prosperity which the honorable
Se^nator indulges in as the conse«iuence of thc passage of
this bill could be realized, I would have been with him at
nrst, instead of hesitating to the last and going against
liim. The honorable 8enator seems to have thought that
l YT., P^°!oke 4 general discussion on the merits of
the bill. I might retort that he seems tohave opened the
"hole subject by his speech this evening.

I merely rose, however, to correct what seemed to be
he mistaken apprehension of the honorable Senator from
Louisiana I know he did not mean to misrepresent m^
My hesitation was on the grounds which I have stated
»nd not m reference to the principles lie suppose, can be

SsUkem ^ ' Ut iD WLich 1 tljin* bc ia^oUj

15y a new liquor law in Connecticut aman cannot sell lets
lhan five gallons of cider or wine made of his own cur
rants or grapes. The ninth section inftrt that eveTy man
^ho keeps liquor intends to sell it. The county commis
sioners can authorize the manufacture of inSatintt
iquors, but tae manufacturer cannot sell it to any bu?
wrwn bu^J tUD R Penalty of *1'000 t0 ®G»000 No
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power, in the cel..Ual world."
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